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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-14 MCT-01 HA-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 
SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 /082 W 

051677 091602Z/64 

O 091529Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2180 

INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

USMISSION USUN 

UNCLAS GABORONE 1332 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, RH, BC 

SUBJECT: MAY 7 BOTSWANA-RHODESIA BORDER CLASH 

1 . ACCORDING TO RADIO BOTSWANAN OFFICE OF PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED 
MAY 9, 1978, THAT ON SUNDAY, MAY 6, A BOTSWANA CITIZEN WAS 
ABDUCTED FROM THE VILLAGE OF POBE-POBE BY THE RHODESIAN FORCES 
INTO RHODESIA AND WAS LATER RELEASED AFTER INTERROGATION. ON 

SUNDAY, MAY 7, THE BDF PATROL MADE A FOLLOW UP OF THE INCIDENT 
WHEREBY THEY CAME ACROSS FIVE BLACK RHODESIAN SOLDIERS. UPON 
CHALLENGE, THE BDF PATROL SHOT ONE DEAD AND WOUNDED ANOTHER, 

WHO INSPITE OF THE INJURY MANAGED TO ESCAPE WITH THE OTHER 
SOLDIERS. THE DECEASED WAS TAKEN TO FRANCISTOWN FOR IDENTIFI- 
CATION PURPOSES. 

2. COMMENT: OFFICE OF PRESIDENT HAS NOT RELEASED WRITTEN PRESS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01332 091556Z 

STATEMENT ON THIS INCIDENT AND RELEVANT GOB OFFICIALS ARE 
SO FAR UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT. THIS INCIDENT WITH RHO- 
DESIAN SECURITY FORCES FOLLOWS THEIR SHOOTING OF TWO BOT- 
SWANA WOMEN ON APRIL 27TH AS REPORTED GABORONE 1252. 
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